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Report from the !&3#-%ȭÓ σωÔÈ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ 

Written by Art McGrane, Delegate  

Ȱ2ÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ &ÉÇÈÔȦ 2ÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ,ÅÁÄȦȱ was theme to the !&3#-%ȭÓ σωÔÈ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 

Convention.  

As always it has been an honor and a privilege to be a delegate to this convention and represent the 
membership AFSCME Local 668.  
 
I truly wish our local ÕÎÉÏÎ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÓÅÎÄ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ )ÔȭÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÎ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ 
learn about the about the labor movement. It provides wonderful educational opportunities to 
members and the leadership at all levels.  There are many times when there is heated debate and 
disagreement but in the end it allows the majority membership set the direction of our union today 
and into the future. 
 
Here are some of the highlights of the convention that was held in Boston. 
 
The convention opened with International Pres. Gerald W. McEntee giving his keynote 
address. Ȱ7Å ÁÒÅ ÒÉÓÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÄÅÆÅÎÄȟ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅs that we 
ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÁÌÓ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×Å ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅȟȱ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ -Ã%ÎÔÅÅ ÓÁÉÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÉÅÓȢ 
Urging 5,000 delegates, alternates and guests not to waver in their beliefs and the values that make 
ÏÕÒ ÕÎÉÏÎ ÇÒÅÁÔȟ ÈÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÐÕÓÈ !&3#-%ȭs agenda forward in these tough times. McEntee 
also stressed the need to lay down a political marker and demand accountability from political 
ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȢ (Å ÁÌÓÏ ÓÁÉÄ Ȱ7ÉÔÈ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈÉÎÇȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÇÏÔ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÇÏÉÎÇȟ ËÅÅÐ ÆÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÄÅÅÄ 
keep winning,ȱ -Ã%ÎÔÅÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ%ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏÒÓȭ ÒÁÃÅÓȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÎÅ 
ÆÏÒ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ×ÏÒËȢȱ  

President McEntee 
 
 
There was a special tribute to William Lucy, who retired as secretary-treasurer. It truly was 
end of an era as delegates said goodbye to former AFSCME Sec.-Treas. William Lucy, marking the 
end of a 57-year relationship. ! ÖÉÄÅÏ ÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ,ÕÃÙȭÓ ÔÒÁÊÅÃÔÏÒÙ ÁÓ Á ÔÉÒÅÌÅÓÓ ÆÉÇÈÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ 
equality and economic fairness. Opening with the ÆÁÍÏÕÓ !Ȣ 0ÈÉÌÉÐ 2ÁÎÄÏÌÐÈ ÑÕÏÔÅȡ Ȱ&ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÉÓ 
ÎÅÖÅÒ ÇÉÖÅÎȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ×ÏÎȟȱ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÃÏÕÎÔÅÄ ,ÕÃÙȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÁÌÏÎÇÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÖȢ $ÒȢ -ÁÒÔÉÎ ,ÕÔÈÅÒ 
King, Jr. in civil rights struggles and his support for Nelson Mandela. At the end of the ceremony, 
President McEntee presented Lucy with a tribute book from AFSCME members thanking him for his 
contributions. From the Convention floor, several delegates shared their thoughts on the impact 
,ÕÃÙȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÈÁÄ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÕÎÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÌÁÂÏÒ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔȢ ,ÕÃÙȟ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ first elected 
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secretary-treasurer in May 1972, has been actively involved in international affairs. He collaborated 
with King during the 1968 strike by AFSCME Local 1733 sanitation workers in Memphis until the 
ÃÉÖÉÌ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒȭÓ ÁÓÓÁÓÓÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȢ (Å ×ÁÓ Álso one of the founders of the Free South Africa 
Movement that launched the successful anti-apartheid campaign in the United States in the mid-
1980s. Lucy is a founder and the president of the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists (CBTU), an 
organization of union leaders and rank-and-file members dedicated to the unique needs of African 
Americans and minority group workers. His leadership will truly be missed by AFSCME. 
 

Outgoing Sec.-Treas. William Lucy 
 
International Secretary-Treasurer Nominations were done on Tuesday of the convention. There 
were three candidates running for this office: 
 
¶ Danny Donohue, President, Civil Service Employees Association (CSEA)/AFSCME Local 1000 

(NY) and IVP 
¶ Lee Saunders, Executive Assistant to the International President 
¶ Mark Foley, President, Local 2019 (CA Council 57 

 

 Art McGrane, Danny Donohue and JoAnn Fetsch 
 
 
Lee Saunders was Elected International Secretary-Treasurer  
After very hotly contested ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÄÅÌÅÇÁÔÅÓ ÔÏ !&3#-%ȭÓ σωÔÈ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ 
elected Lee Saunders ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÏÎȭÓ ÎÅ× )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ-treasurer. Lee Saunders won with 
652,660 votes, in a contest with IVP and Civil Service Employees Association (CSEA)/Local 1000 
(NY) Pres. Danny Donohue, who received 648,356 votes, and Local 2019 (CA) Pres. Mark Foley, 
with 1,489 votes. 
 
Secretary-Treasurer-elect Saunders began his career with AFSCME in 1978 as a labor economist. He 
has served the International union as assistant director of Research and Collective Bargaining 
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Services, director of Community Action and deputy director of Organizing and Field Services, 
served as administrator of several AFSCME councils and local unions nationwide and was the 
special assistant to the President of AFSCME. 
 

Next Wave - AFSCME retirees laid the foundations for our union, and Next Wavers ɀ members age 
35 and younger ɀ are building upon that legacy. During the convention, representatives of both 
groups met on stage to highlight the commitment of AFSCME activists across the board. 
 

We remembered the Ȭ4ÈÅ ,ÉÏÎȭ of the Senate ÁÓ ÏÕÒ ÕÎÉÏÎ ÐÁÉÄ ÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÁÌÌÙȟ "ÏÓÔÏÎȭÓ 
Ï×Î 3ÅÎȢ %Ä×ÁÒÄ Ȱ4ÅÄȱ +ÅÎÎÅÄÙ ɉρωσς-2009). Ȱ7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÆ 3ÅÎÁÔÏÒ +ÅÎÎÅÄÙȟ ÌÁÂÏÒ ÌÏÓÔ Á 
true champion for ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟȱ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ -Ã%ÎÔÅÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÅ ÄÁÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÌÏÏÒ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÎÁÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÍÐÁÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÆÅÁÒÌÅÓÓÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ Á ÆÁÉÒÅÒ 
ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÅÑÕÉÔÁÂÌÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌȢȱ! ÖÉÄÅÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÈÏ×ÅÄ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ +ÅÎÎÅÄÙȭÓ ÃÁÒÅÅÒ ÁÎÄ 
his long relationship with AFSCME, including his fight for such critical labor issues as raising the 
ÍÉÎÉÍÕÍ ×ÁÇÅȟ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ ÓÁÆÅÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ×ÏÒË ÆÏÒ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÃÁÒÅ ÒÅÆÏÒÍ ÕÐ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÏÎÌÙ Á 
few months before its historic passage ÏÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ςσȟ ςπρπȢ +ÅÎÎÅÄÙȭÓ ×ÉÄÏ× 6ÉÃËÉ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÅÄ 
AFSCME members for working arm-in-ÁÒÍ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÒ ÌÁÔÅ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄȢ Ȱ(Å ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÍÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ 
!&3#-% ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÎÏÔ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ Á ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔȟȱ ÓÈÅ ÒÅÍÁÒËÅÄȟ 
ȰÂÕÔ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÅÌÌÏ× !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎÓȢȱ 
 

 Vicki Kennedy 
 
Thousands of AFSCME activists rallied at Boston Common, in solidarity with Council 93, to 
prevent the loss of critical public services, support higher education employees and to pass the jobs 
bill now stalled in Congress. Council 93 Executive $ÉÒȢ !ÎÔÈÏÎÙ #ÁÓÏȟ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÎ )60ȟ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÏÎȭÓ 
members ȰÁÒÅ ÆÅÄ ÕÐ with politicians like Sen. Scott Brown (R-MA) who abandoned workers last 
×ÅÅËȱ ÂÙ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÂÓ ÂÉÌÌȢ Ȱ4ÏÄÁÙȟ !&3#-% ÍÁËÅÓ ÉÔÓ ÍÁÒË ÏÎ "ÏÓÔÏÎ #ÏÍÍÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÁÒÅ 
ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÆÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÄȦȱ Ȱ7Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙ ÖÉÔÁÌ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȦȱ ÁÄÄÅd President 
McEntee. Ȱ7Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÅÁÒ ÄÏ×Î ×ÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÈÁÒÄ ×ÏÒË ÈÁÓ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÕÐȦȱ ,ÏÃÁÌÌÙȟ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ωσ 
ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÆÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎÎÅÄ ÃÌÏÓÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÆÏÕÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÓÉØ ÌÏÎÇ-term residential 
hospitals for the developmentally disabled, to keep ÁÌÌ ÂÒÁÎÃÈÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÉÅÓ ÏÐÅÎ 
and prevent layoffs of library employees. The council also wants fair, equitable contracts for 
thousands of higher education workers represented by the union.  
 
0ÒÅÓȢ *ÏÈÎ 7ÉÌÈÅÌÍ ÏÆ ȰUNITEHEREȱ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÄ Äelegates on the importance of labor solidarity 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÎËÅÄ !&3#-% ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÕÎÉÏÎȭÓ ÆÉÇÈÔÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ 
Ȱ) ÌÉÔÅÒÁÌÌÙ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÂÅÇÉÎ ÔÏ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅÓ !&3#-% ÈÁÓ ÓÔÏÏÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ 
UNITEHERE! in strikes, picket linesȟ ÒÁÌÌÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÏÙÃÏÔÔÓȟȱ 7ÉÌÈÅÌÍ ÓÁÉÄȢ (Å ÒÅÃÏÕÎÔÅÄ ÈÏ× !&3#-% 
members rallied in favor of the strike against the New Frontier Hotel in Las Vegas in the 1990s, 
which lasted for more than six years and became one of the longest strikes in recent American labor 
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ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ Ȱ.Ï× ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅÓȟȱ 7ÉÌÈÅÌÍ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ 
with us, and UNITEHERE! and our members will always stand in solidarity 
×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȢȱ 
 
Delegates to the convention adopted several resolutions. Among them, there were these four 
ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÏÎ !&3#-% ÔÏȡ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÂÁÔ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÍÉÎÅ ÏÕÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒȭÓ ÒÅÔÉÒÅÍÅÎÔ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ 
and reaffirm support for defined benefit pension plans (#18); collaborate with other health care 
unions in developing criteria for the implementation of Health Information Technology systems 
(#5); have its leadership bodies at every level of the union reflect its growing female membership 
(#3); and participate in labor-management efforts to improve the cost effectiveness of public 
services and help stop privatization (#73). They called on AFSCME to: expand its affiliate online 
program to help councils and locals enhance their member communications and activism (#13); 
work with councils to help establish worker participation in deferred compensation boards across 
the country (#42); fight to implement measures to tax the rich in every state to help fund jobs and 
public services (#51); support trained union-provided advocates for workers facing reasonable 
accommodation issues (#74); and make attempts to change the Family and Medical Leave Act to 
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÎ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÅÒȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÅÎÓÁÔÉÏÎ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÁÓ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ɉΠχυɊȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ 
also five calling on AFSCME to: fight for the passage of the Public Safety Employer-Employee 
Cooperation Act (#23) and the Employee Free Choice Act (#60); hold politicians that promise ɀ and 
then fail to support ɀ !&3#-%ȭÓ ÁÇÅÎÄÁ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÁÂÌÅ ɉΠσψɊȠ ÆÉÇÈÔ ÐÒÉÖÁÔÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ (ÕÍÁÎ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 
$ÅÌÉÖÅÒÙ 3ÙÓÔÅÍÓ ɉΠρςɊȠ ÁÎÄ ÕÒÇÅ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÐÁÓÓ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ 7ÏÒËÅÒÓ !ÃÔ ÔÏ ÅØÔÅÎÄ 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration coverage to all public 
employees (#39).  
 
For a complete list of resolutions or if you have any question please feel free ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÌÏÃÁÌ φφψȭÓ 
delegates to the convention Art McGrane, Roger Janzig and JoAnn Fetsch. 
 

Roger Janzig 
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Art McGrane 

Laser Light Show on first day of the Convention 
 

JoAnn Fetsch 
 

Main Stage 
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International President of the AFL-CIO Richard Trumka 
 

Art McGrane and JoAnn Fetsch 

Convention Floor 

Convention Floor 


